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Wednesday 

23 August 

Year Level Assemblies 

Friday  

25 August 

Interschool Sport 

Monday 

28 August 

Curriculum Day—Pupil free 
day 

Wednesday 

6 September 

Athletics 

Thursday 

7 September 

Year 12 Study Evening 

Tuesday 

12 September 

Year 7 Challenge Evening 

Thursday 

14 September 

Parent Evenings 

 Year 8 Mullauna Manor 

 Year 9 Skillz 

Thursday 

21 September 

Learning Conferences 

12pm—5pm and 6pm—8pm 

Friday 

22 September 

End of Term 3 

Important Dates  

Mullauna College 

456 Springfield Road,  Mitcham, 3132 

Telephone: (03) 9874 3422 

E: mullauna.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.mullauna.vic.edu.au 

Compass Parent Login 
https://mullauna.vic.jdlf.com.au/ 

2017 Term Dates 

Term 1:  31 January—31 March 
Term 2:  18 April—30 June 
Term 3:  17 July—22 September 
Term 4: 9 October—22 December 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

It is with great pleasure that I write my  first Assistant Principal’s report 
since moving into this role in term 3.  Having worked in education for 
more than 20 years, and in three schools now, I am most impressed 
with the work of our staff and the kind and pleasant nature of our 
students.  Mullauna College is a great school with an even more 
impressive future in front of us. 

It has been a busy time at the college during August with numerous 
activities and programs. 

COURSE COUNSELLING 

The past few weeks has seen the student population taking part in 
various activities to support them in determining their subject choices 
and programs for 2018. This includes various guest speakers, parent 
information evenings and individual careers counselling sessions. This 
selection data is now being analysed and plans put in place to 
determine subject offerings for 2018. Students and families will be 
notified of these plans in term 4. 

AWARDS ASSEMBLY 

Last week saw the running of our semester 1 Awards Assembly. This 
event was a great celebration and recognition of many students who 
have completed high standards in their studies. The assembly was also 
supported by various music performances and was held with great 
respect and honour to our award recipients.  

INTERIM REPORTS 

Staff are fast approaching the opportunity to provide formal feedback 
in the upcoming Term 3 Interim Reports. These reports provide insight 
into student progress and can be used as an introduction to any areas 
of improvement. These reports are accessed on Compass and are used 
as stimulus material at the Learning Conferences held on Thursday 21 
September. Further details of this event will appear on Compass in 
coming weeks. 

BUILDING WORKS 

We are fast coming to the end of the major building works that have 
taken place over the last few years. The demolition crew are finished 
and minor defects are now in the process of being fixed. The stadium 
has undergone significant development with new LED lighting and the 
installation of new basketball backboards and rings. The library is now 
fully functional and minor work is still continuing to prepare the Hack 
and Fab Lab for student use. In due course, significant landscaping will 
commence and the Mitcham Rd pedestrian access will soon be in use. 
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CURRICULUM DAY 

A reminder to parents and carers of the upcoming curriculum day on Monday 28 August. This day has been deemed 
a ‘student free day’, as required by the Education Department. The focus for curriculum day is to enable staff to 
consider their approach to using the new Hack and Fab lab in 2018 and to coordinate our approach to Learning Tasks 
that are published on the Compass portal. 

END OF TERM SHOWCASE EVENTS 

Reminder that there are numerous events coming up later in the term to showcase the work of our junior students. 
This includes the year 7 Challenge evening, year 8 Mullauna Manor and year 9 Skillz @ Mullauna. Further 
information will appear on the Compass newsfeed. 

VASSP PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE 

I also wish to take this opportunity to congratulate Ms Jacquie Brush and Mr Michael Bray who presented at the 
annual Principals conference in Melbourne this week.  They shared their experience in the work surrounding the 
Makerspaces movement which will occur in the Hack Lab and Fab Lab set to officially open later in the year.  Well 
done on a great presentation. 

 
Jeff McMillin 

Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
SOROPTIMIST INTERNTATIONAL—MELBA 
‘Empowering Young Women Through Education Breakfast 2017’ 
Thursday 17 August  
 

Mullauna College was represented with dignity by Bree Silver, Chloe 

Dybing, Shaye Arnel, Melanie Patrick, Victoria Robinson and Isabella 

Faircloth who engaged thoughtfully in activities and gained insights into 

how educational opportunities today will shape their futures.                                                                                                        

These students were excellent ambassadors for our school. 

There were two excellent keynote speakers, Annabelle Chauncy OAM 

who created The School for Life and Naty Guerro-Diaz, Senior Associate in 

a legal firm. Their speeches addressed how education has been a spring 

board for their personal and professional successes. Also mentoring and 

answering questions were several young students from Monash 

University. It was a lively, conversational and inspirational event and 

Chloe Dybing, as our table’s captain, articulated with clarity the Mullauna 

team’s take away messages: 

“Aspire to do something that you enjoy so much that it won’t feel like 

work.”   

“School is teaching skills that we will ultimately use in life.” 

and 

“Learn that you do not have to believe the negative things people say. 

Instead, allow those who offer support and encouragement  to influence  your life.” 

Tamsin Davidson 
Year 10 Coordinator 
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Wow! What a night!  

A concert of music, acting, costumes, lights, sound  
and so much fun. 

This week in our Musical Notes section of LINKS enjoy some more 
photos of our own Broadway stars from the cameras of Caitlin Swift 
and Ms Rebecca Holmes.        

Sally Newstead 
                  Head of Performing Arts 

July 2017 
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YEAR 11 PHYS ED SKI CAMP 

 
What a brilliant camp we had up in the ski fields from Wednesday 2 August – Friday 4 August! The students were 
able to consolidate their learning from Units 1 & 2 and involve themselves fully in two days of cross-country skiing at 
Lake Mountain and a day of downhill skiing at Mount Buller. For many it was their first time seeing snow, or skiing, 
which allowed for an authentic learning experience. With a bluebird day to start followed by white-outs, wind gusts 
and snow, the students got to experience the many environmental barriers and enablers to physical activity for that 

part of the world. A big thankyou to the Rubicon staff for organizing 

the daily logistics and to Mr. Collins and Miss Hobson for their                                
contributions over the three days.   

 .  

Corinne Barr 

Health and PE Coordinator 



 6 

 

 

AN UPDATE ON DEBATING.. 

On the evening of Tuesday 25 July, the DAV Interschool Debating Competition (Ringwood region) held its last                
debates for the 2017 season. All teams performed at an exceptionally high standard and our debaters are to be 
congratulated on their efforts this year. 
The A Grade team, comprising Ema Hagihara, Merlyn Walker and Kate Fincham, ably assisted by Elise Grant,                
argued the topic ‘That the police should hold the DNA of all Australians on a national database.’ Mullauna took 
the affirmative stance, and with only 60 minutes to prepare, Mullauna had a narrow defeat losing to Yarra Valley 
Grammar School.  
In B Grade, our team debaters Ben Storey, Megan Edwards and Gabby Wu competed against Yarra Valley Gram-
mar School and argued the negative position on the topic ‘That we should ban political donations from individuals 
and corporations located outside of Australia.’ The team fought hard but were defeated. 
Sharon Song, Briget Ewert and Max Webb our D Grade team, argued the negative side of the topic ‘That muse-
ums should offer to return historical objects to their country of origin.’ Given that the teams were power-paired, 
the standard of speeches was extremely high. Mullauna College lost by a small margin, though Briget Ewert was 
awarded best speaker.  
A special thank you to the coaches who supported the students and attended the evening                  
debates:  Tamsin Davidson and Wayne Howell.  
 

Julie Whittington  
Debating coach and coordinator 

 

2017 SCHOOL IMMUNISATION PROGRAM 

YEAR 10, 11 & 12—MENINGOCOCCAL W 
 

In recent years the prevalence of the Meningococcal W strain has increased significantly across Australia,                 
with Victoria experiencing a growing number of cases over the past 3 years. 

 
Meningococcal W is now the predominant strain on meningococcal in Victoria, which has resulted in the                    

Victorian government funding council’s to deliver a public health program to   try and contain the spread of this 
disease through administering a vaccination program. 

 
The Whitehorse City Council’s Immunisation Team will be visiting Mullauna College in the  last week of Term 3                    

to provide the free Meningococcal W immunisation to all students in  Year 10, 11 & 12. 
 

All students should have received a consent card and this must be returned to the General Office as soon as                      
possible.  If your child did not receive a consent card please collect one at the General Office.                                      

Your child will be issued with a date stamped immunisation record after they have been immunised. 
 

Important: The consent card must be completed and returned to the school even if your  
child is not being immunised. 

YEAR 11—FIT 2 DRIVE 

 
Year 11 Students participated in the Fit2Drive seminar on 
Thursday 17 August. The workshop experience supported 
them to make   good decisions when faced with risky driv-
ing situations, both as   passengers, and in terms of their 
future driving safety. F2D  program was about changing                       
attitudes and behaviours - not their driving skills. 
 
 

Penny Neville 
VCE Coordinator 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

New International Students for Semester 2 at Mullauna College 
 
Mullauna College held an orientation session for 11 new International Students. One student will start directly at 
Mullauna College after having studied at Blackburn English Language School (BELS) for the past semester. The               
remaining students, all from China, will attend BELS for Semester 2 and commence their studies at Mullauna College 
in 2018. 
 
Our Principal Mrs Laidlaw and Assistant Principal Ms Graham introduced themselves to the students. Mrs Laidlaw 
commented on her understanding of how tiring it can be for International students living and studying in a new     
country and at the same time having to learn  and converse in a new language. She illustrated her point by referring 
to her daughter’s overseas exchange to Japan.  
 
Ms Graham, in her address, stressed the importance of students making a concerted effort to..…practice…..practice 
speaking English—both at school and at home. 
 
Translation at Mullauna College is seamless as our multi-               
cultural aide Mr Lee speaks both Cantonese and Mandarin.     
Mr Lee stepped through the orientation program with the      
students and the following day he attended BELS to assist the 
students with their enrolment at the  English Language School. 
 

 
 

Judith Jesser 

International Student Coordinator 

  

 



 8 

 

 

Careers @ www.mullaunacollegecareers.com  

or see Ms Suzanne Morelli (Careers & Pathways Advisor) 

for latest newsletter and events 

 

Items in the latest Career News include -  

 Dates to Diarise in Term 3 Go to;  Calendar of Events and Open Days 2017 

 Guaranteed Entry Schemes at the University of Melbourne 

 Fine Arts and Music Degrees at the University of Melbourne 

 Early closing dates for Victorian College of the Arts: 

 31 August 5pm: VCA Bachelor of Fine Arts (Dance, Animation, Film & Television, Screenwriting) 

 28 September 5pm: VCA Visual Arts, Acting, Production, Theatre, Music Theatre 

 Access Education Daily Challenge App 

 News from Monash University 

 Inside Monash: Science & Careers 

 Important Changes to the Bachelor of Health Science for 2018 

 Monash Entry Schemes 

 The Monash Guarantee 

 Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) 

 Monash Pathways Information Evening 

 Business Open House 

 Nutritionists & Dietitians 

 Teaching Degrees – Early Childhood 

 Teaching Degrees – Primary 

 Teaching Degrees – Secondary 

 Access Melbourne 

 Footscray City Films – Open Day 

 Performance Degrees at Victorian Universities  

 Vic Uni’s Early Entry program .. go to: vu.edu.au/early-entry 

 Upcoming Open Days 2017 Open Days 2017   

 inc; Uni of Melbourne Open Day  Monash Open Day Vic Uni Open Day   Swinburne TAFE  The Box Hill 

Open Day  The Lilydale Lakeside Open Day  Collarts Open Day  The Hotel School … Go to; ho-

telschool.scu.edu.au 

 Apprenticeships … go to: WPC Apprenticeships - Current Vic Vacancies 

 Term 3 & 4 Barista training … go to: mbrown@gatewayllen.com.au 

 

Latest Newsletter…  Go to: Mullauna CareerNews 2017 

Make an appointment … Ms Suzanne Morelli (Careers & Pathways Advisor) 

 

 

http://www.mullaunacollegecareers.com
http://mullaunacollegecareers.com/?page=calendar-of-events
http://www.careertools.com.au/mailplag/download.php?id=7737
http://vu.edu.au/early-entry
http://www.careertools.com.au/mailplag/download.php?id=7737
http://email.careertools.com.au/wf/click?upn=pvpKfQNErdTLTfC3tyKnRuKW18VGCvT1YIkItsXkfXg0nFh9V1ytuTTJ7MwYQwB7_lmctph0Hmr8SdX6CEJAVc2tXcy2dXMuNjlTnK4r2EZGqYV1UybLBYN1g3BIMyac3DOT3kp-2F-2Bf6o5DoGI3973pBPLa4FIrnOya81GtGAOCvkDR7ravVmDvOA3Mr80cuh2X2Nu2NO85Ui2TcUU-
http://email.careertools.com.au/wf/click?upn=yJB76Ec90uO08sxOuiocofHgoEZ-2B-2FP436-2BRdUGWgybfhQ-2B1UOuWd9sKwdjiL7GJi_lmctph0Hmr8SdX6CEJAVc2tXcy2dXMuNjlTnK4r2EZGqYV1UybLBYN1g3BIMyac3DOT3kp-2F-2Bf6o5DoGI3973pG-2BSjklTEois9HhO9Nzsc8J4t35JQgTPQR-2BUJ82339C8WX7vC
http://email.careertools.com.au/wf/click?upn=BE6xxuefQNpms6BQnlm-2BLDRY3v0l47gLr4TSnFPaZ6uQj3ubXlIo-2Fpux1UliIZRBy8DlwrfFKjzYF3Fk44hzYgGa3rozlyRkveBYww4Hq84-3D_lmctph0Hmr8SdX6CEJAVc2tXcy2dXMuNjlTnK4r2EZGqYV1UybLBYN1g3BIMyac3DOT3kp-2F-2Bf6o5DoGI3973pPtwzPI4H9R
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/choose/?utm_campaign=timely&utm_source=hobsons-crm-vtac&utm_medium=email&utm_content=timely-edm2
http://boxhill.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ffbc0a8401fbc55035fe05f8&id=792e3344d0&e=45f0a04cd4
http://boxhill.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ffbc0a8401fbc55035fe05f8&id=792e3344d0&e=45f0a04cd4
http://boxhill.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ffbc0a8401fbc55035fe05f8&id=614fa3004e&e=45f0a04cd4
https://collarts.edu.au/open-day/
http://link.hotelschool.scu.edu.au/c/4/?T=MzQxOTA1MTE%3AMDItYjE3MjI1LWNkMGU3Y2NkNWEzOTRlODJhMWExMWY3Y2VjOTFhODJk%3AY2FyZWVyc0BtdWxsYXVuYS52aWMuZWR1LmF1%3AY29udGFjdC1iOTRjM2MxZmM1NjJlNzExODEyMTcwMTA2ZmExMmE1MS1jNGYxZjI5MTg3Njc0MDU0OTYyNzVkY2NlZWVlNzUyNg%3AZmFs
http://link.hotelschool.scu.edu.au/c/4/?T=MzQxOTA1MTE%3AMDItYjE3MjI1LWNkMGU3Y2NkNWEzOTRlODJhMWExMWY3Y2VjOTFhODJk%3AY2FyZWVyc0BtdWxsYXVuYS52aWMuZWR1LmF1%3AY29udGFjdC1iOTRjM2MxZmM1NjJlNzExODEyMTcwMTA2ZmExMmE1MS1jNGYxZjI5MTg3Njc0MDU0OTYyNzVkY2NlZWVlNzUyNg%3AZmFs
http://wpcgroup.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9eb96de4bd6f9455687cbc430&id=2b9564ebcf&e=e82b3e073a
mailto:mbrown@gatewayllen.com.au
http://www.mullaunacollegecareers.com/?page=newsletter


 9 

 

 

   FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

We are raising as much as we can to support our 

cause, and we need your help! 

Order your NEW 2017 | 2018 Entertainment  

Digital Membership now.  

You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for                              

everything you love to do, and help our                                  

fundraising at the same time 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/18c3168  

Woolworths Earn and Learn program 

Mullauna once again welcomes the earn and learn program.            
 

Basically, every time you, your 

neighbour or friends shop at 

Woolworths between now and 

September 19, they will receive 

one sticker for every $10 spent.  

 

These stickers need to be stuck on a sticker sheet and                

once full placed in the allocated box at the school’s               

general office. After the collection period, the stickers will 

be converted into all sorts of educational resources for              

the school. 

 
We encourage the whole community to be involved and 

support the school.  
 

For more information, please look at the                                       

Woolworths website. 

Student Representative Council 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/18c3168
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Community Corner 

Parenting Tricky Teens 

For parents of children aged 12 to 18 years 

 Do you feel like you are walking on eggshells? 

 Do you struggle to get along with your young person? 

 Are you concerned about their aggressive behaviours towards you or their siblings? 

 Come along to this group , listen or share your story and get ideas to support you and 

your family. 

 

Date:  Each Thursday from 10th August - 14th September 2017; 7pm to 9.30pm 

Location:  Croydon Community School  -  177-181 Mount Dandenong Road, Croydon 

Cost:        FREE! Bookings essential 

Contact:    Julia Russell - Parentzone 9735 6190 or 0400 866 495  

 

 

Youth Anxiety Information Workshop 

This is a free event for parents and young people over 13 years of age to raise awareness 

about youth anxiety.  

Join us for a psychologist-run informative workshop to learn how to recognise the symptoms 

of anxiety in your friends and family and what you can do to support a young person you 

know.  

A session for parents and a session for young people (with a therapy dog) will run at the 

same time. 

 

Date:          Saturday 12
th
 August – 3pm – 5pm 

Location:    Templer Community Hall, 51 Elizabeth St, Bayswater.  

Cost:          FREE 

Contact:     Martina Eaton – 0433 335 815 

 

 

Child & Youth Mental Health Service Seminar – Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Pathological Demand Avoidance Syndrome – is it real or just bad parenting? 

Presented by:  Dr Sian Hughes – Paediatrician, Dr Michelle Rowland – Psychologist & Vivien 

Williams – Speech Pathologist 

 

Date:         Tuesday 22
nd

 August – 9:30am – 12:30pm 

Location:    Maroondah Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood 3134 

Cost:          $80.00 

Bookings:    Bookings are essential. Please complete the attached registration form and fax to    

                  03 9870 7973 or email to communityseminarCYMHS@easternhealth.org.au 

Contact:     Marion Bernard – 9871 7710 

mailto:communityseminarCYMHS@easternhealth.org.au
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Community Corner 


